Subject: Re: SMB "Coalition" Update Nov. 28/08

Date: Saturday, November 29, 2008 7:45 AM

From: John Leon <johnleon@eastlink.ca>

To: Ella McQuinn <ella@theoceansedge.ca>

Conversation: SMB "Coalition" Update Nov. 28/08

Hi All,

Leon Kentridge, Jim Fletcher and I met  yesterday with Wadih Fares and two of his project group people to discuss our concerns on the Group’s last design concept for Tantallon/St. Margaret’s Square Mall. This concept was presented to us  at our last meeting with the Group on Oct. 17. In the interim, Leon Kentridge reviewed the design and encouraged us to seek this follow up meeting to seek more design concessions.

As a result of the meeting, Leon’s astute negotiations, and Wadih Fares’ openness to consider community concerns,  we were able to secure an agreement  in principle to revise  the concept in the following ways:

    - increase the pitch/extent of the roofline

    - extend the area of the common or meeting area in the front of the mall from the proposed 16 feet up to a maximum of 30 feet, the extent of which may depend on parking limitations

    - add a pedestrian friendly overhang or enclosure to the front of the mall

    - consider the addition of a pedestrian or bike walkway along the highway edge of the development

We also apprised the Group of our intention to hold a community forum in the early spring of 2009 on the topic of envisioning a village and asked Wadih to participate, perhaps as a presenter. We began the meeting by showing him the concept drawing for the makeover of Rylan Jack’s and later on, a concept drawing for the redevelopment of the Unlimited Country property, the latter being an architectural exploration of what could potentially happen at the crossroads. The concept included a senior’s residence, community pavilion, and rock garden. Wadih reacted positively to both concepts. Please note that the architectural exploration is just that, or discussion only. and in no way a project proposal. 

As of now, the only secure tenant for the new mall appears to be  Lawton’s. Leon presented Wadih with a number of possible tenants as an alternative to Canadian Tire, one of them being Flying Tiger.

Jim Fletcher suggested leaving some of the tar mat and the loading area behind the mall in gravel rather than pavement and the possibility of using solar heating alternatives on the south side of the building. Jim did not raise any other environmental concerns.

The Group agreed to get back to Leon in two weeks with confirmation on how far they are willing to go with all of the points outlined above.

Best regards,

John Leon

