May 1, 2009

Charles Thériault

Directeur, Développement  
Development Manager

Immobilière Canadian Tire - Canadian Tire Real Estate

T 514-693-6461 F 514-693-6460

charles.theriault@cantire.com
Immobilière Canadian Tire Ltée, Canadian Tire Real Estate Limited

Dear Charles, 
Following our recent exchange regarding Canadian Tire’s new store in Tantallon Square, our St. Margaret’s Bay Residents’ committee has reviewed the Canadian Tire landscaping layout plan under the scrutiny of  Leon Kentridge, retired architect and urban planner, and Jim Fletcher, consulting engineer. 

In the interim, we have just hosted our second annual Community Forum “At the Crossroads: Visioning our Village” and have compiled a new survey on development by Bay residents. (See attached draft of Forum Summary.)

We make the following suggestions, which we will also forward to the WH Fares Group, Loblaws, Irvings, and Sobeys. We will also send these observations/requests as an open letter to our local news media as discussions of this development and others are clearly in the public domain based on feedback and recommendations from the community forum. 
Trails and Connectivity: We appreciate your decision to include a gravel trail across the Highway 3 frontage and its connection to your main parking lot. We will forward this feature to the Fares Group, Loblaws, Irvings, and appropriate government bodies, and ask that all parties embrace this idea and continue it, where appropriate, through the Village. Connectivity and walking/bike trails were a major recommendation of the March 27-28/09 forum.

Parking Lot Beautification: You show the presence of one tree across the front of your main parking lot. We ask that you place one or two trees at the head (or both ends) of each of the remaining five parking strips. Deciduous shade trees will improve the appearance and attractiveness of the site, reduce the ‘heat island’ effect in the summer, may improve marking for snow removal in winter, and do not require maintenance. We ask that the trees be similar to HRM standards for planting size.
Lighting: There is great concern among residents regarding the already significant light pollution at the head of the Bay from the powerful parking lot and building lighting of commercial development. We are asking each of the commercial arrivals to mitigate this situation by adopting (in the case of new construction) and relamping (older commercial sites) with lower posts and to consider LEED standards to control light pollution at the property boundary.  We have a positive response to this request from the WH Fares group to explore the LED options now available from Nova Scotia companies and we suggest that Canadian Tire join with them in a coordinated effort to minimize lighting impact. We will also make this request of Loblaws, Irvings, and Sobeys. We ask that commercial residents consider a “Business Hours” lamping schedule to reduce lighting pollution and save on energy consumption.

Run-Off and Sewage Treatment: A major concern for Bay residents is the restoration of the East River as a salmon stream and the prevention of siltation from the East River into Whynacht’s Cove in St. Margaret’s Bay. We have recently been gifted land frontage along this river by the WM Fares Group and will be approaching Loblaws with a similar request. This land adjoins the 9600 hectares of provincial land known as the “Chebucto Wilderness Area” and we are now working to have this declared Provincial Protected Land. We ask that Canadian Tire, in its water run-off engineering and sewage disposal planning, recognizes and respects the community’s special concern for this aspect of corporate environmental management. 

In conclusion, may we note that last year we requested a more integrated approach to your development that matched our community values, particularly relating to local design. While the request was denied, we have since seen future drawings from Canmore and actual pictures from Fernie, BC where the local vernacular was in fact incorporated. It is very disappointing to know that this Canadian Tire will have no sense of place in our coastal community bound by tourism and the sea. With our community values being clearly focused and expressed through extensive public discussion and input, we hope that Canadian Tire will be more receptive to our suggestions above. The new guidelines and zoning we are now putting in place will have a strong impact on the future development of our village and we ask that Canadian Tire work with our Bay community to achieve this vision.

We look forward to your favourable consideration of these requests either through a conference call with our committee or a face to face meeting at your earliest convenience.
Yours truly, 
Ella McQuinn
Chair, 

St. Margaret's Bay Stewardship Association.
(and on behalf of the St. Margaret's Bay Chamber and Tourism Associations)

cc Joan Courtney, Assoc. VP Canadian Tire 


     Stephen Wetmore, CEO Canadian Tire 

     Wadih Fares, WM Fares Group
